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Indricotherium

Indricotherium transouralicum [extinct]
Perissodactyla * Mammalia * Chordata

Indricotherium (in-druh-koe-THEE-ree-um) was the
largest land mammal of all time, weighing as much
as 66,000 pounds. This peaceful plant-eater, a
hornless rhinoceros, was 18 feet high at the shoul-
der and 37 feet long. It could reach leaves and
twigs 25 feet off the ground with its long neck.
Like the black rhinoceros today, Indricotherium
may have had an upper lip that came to a finger-
like prehensile point for grasping leaves, twigs,
and branches. It was built rather narrowly, with
long legs and stubby toes resting on huge, spongy,
resilient pads to help spread the enormous weight.
Indricotherium (also known as Baluchitherium and
Paraceratherium) lived 20 million years ago during
the Miocene epoch in Baluchistan, an area in

south-central Asia. Its fossils were first discovered
in 1908.

INDRICOTHERIUM

Dinohyus

Dinohyus hollandi [extinct]
Artiodactyla * Mammalia * Chordarta

Dinohyus (die-noe-HiE-uss) means “terrible hog.”
Larger than any other known pig, this aptly
named animal was 7 feet tall at the shoulder and
11 feet long and must have weighed 2,000
pounds. It lived during the Miocene epoch about
25 million years ago and is believed to have been
closely related to the modern hog.

Like modern hogs, Dinohyus had a flat, sensitive

snout and probably a keen sense of smell. Its
knobby skull was 3 feet long, sporting huge, tusk-
like canine teeth. Males had larger tusks, indicat-
ing that Dinohyus used them as weapons, as do
modern hogs. The tusks were also used for dig-
ging: Dinohyus was a root eater. It had four toes
on each foot, the middle two forming hooves and
the outer two not touching the ground—the same
as modern-day pigs. Dinohyus fossils are fairly
common and are found throughout the northern
hemisphere.

DINOHYUS
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